
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Board of Education Request 
For Freeway School Accreditation  

 

 
Name of Requesting School:  Kingdom Academy of Bluffton, Inc. 

Board Date: September 5, 2007 Grade Span: K-12 
Principal: Mr. Jeff Leman Public or Private: Private 

Location Address: 225 Ferguson Park Court Enrollment: 73 

City/Town: Bluffton Targeted Student 
Population: 

Apostolic 
Church 

students 
 

Indiana Department of Education 
Division of Accreditation, Assistance, and Awards 

 
The following executive summary has been compiled by the Division of Accreditation, 
Assistance, and Awards for use by the Indiana State Board of Education. It includes information 
presented by the school during the accreditation process, potential legal standard issues, and any 
other information collected during the process that may impact on accreditation.  
 
Summary of Materials Presented to the Board: 
 
1.  “Kingdom Academy of Bluffton, Indiana is a small private school established to give students 
an individual, challenging and spiritual worldview.”  Five families from the Apostolic Christian 
Church started the school in 2001, and a school was constructed in 2005.     
 
2.  Attendance- “Kingdom Academy will maintain an attendance rate above the ninety percent 
state standard.” 
 
3. Graduation- “Kingdom Academy has successfully graduated nine students and currently has 
no reason to expect any high school seniors to fail at meeting the state standards for graduation.” 
 
4.  Benchmarks-  
  ISTEP+  
  PSAT 
  IOWA 
  
5.  Staffing- Most of Kingdoms Academy’s teachers are licensed in the state of Indiana. 
Page 10 lists teachers and their qualifications. 
 

F 



 
Waiver Requests: 
 
1.  Instructional Minutes- 511 IAC 6.1-3-4 
“High school students currently have six periods with 233 minutes per week and a seventh period 
with 240 minutes per week.  For the past six years students have not had difficulty completing the 
necessary curriculum with this schedule.  If it is found that our students are not meeting the 
schools or states educational standards, the Kingdom Academy school board has expressed its 
willingness to revise the school schedule.”  The school also has a two hour early release each 
Friday. 
   
2.  Textbook Adoption- 511 IAC 6.1-5-5 
“Our curriculum is evaluated by administrators, teachers, school board, and parents for 
educational standards and for a reflection of the Christian worldview that is represented by our 
mission statement.”  Textbooks are adopted from a variety of sources.  This waiver allows 
adoption of books not on the State adopted list.   
 
“In the coming school year Kingdom Academy will begin working to align by grade the state 
academic standards.”   
 
3.  Drug Education- IC 20-30-5-11 
“The primary responsibility of drug education is that of the student’s parents as a part of their 
Christian education.  Kingdom Academy has very strict policies on tobacco, alcohol and drug 
use.”  The school is asking to waive drug education curriculum.   
 
4. Administrative Staff Ratio- 511 IAC 6.1-4-2 
Kingdom Academy has a part time non-licensed principal who is also a parent and local 
businessman.  The school is asking for a waiver of a full time principal which is a requirement at 
grades 7 – 12. 
 
Issues-  

• teacher licensing 
• instructional time 
• principal qualifications 

  
Recommendation: If there are no objections from the board concerning the issues above, 
we recommend full five year accreditation.  

     
Rationale:  The Freeway school statute does not require nonpublic schools to employ licensed 
teachers, but the State Board has included staff qualifications as a consideration in contract 
discussions. Teacher licensing for this school is similar to what exists in other Freeway school 
contracts.  
 Kingdom Academy has a part time administrator that is not a licensed principal and does 
not hold an academic degree.  He is, however, a local businessman and parent. The lead teacher 
handles any problems if and when the principal is out. The lead teacher is also not a licensed 
administrator. Kingdom Academy administration is a combined effort of the principal, teachers, 
parents and the school board.  A school board member, principal and teachers meet each Friday 
afternoon. The school board takes an active role in the operations of the school.  The board 
president has served as a public school board member and frequently attends the Friday 
afternoon meetings.  There are freeway schools with principals that are not licensed 
administrators. However, there are not freeway schools with principals that do not hold a degree 
of some type. 
 Kingdom Academy is in session 180 days. They exceed the daily minimum time 
requirement for regularly accredited schools by 45 minutes at the elementary level and 15 
minutes at the secondary level. Each Friday however, Kingdom Academy dismisses two hours 
early for staff meetings.  The loss of weekly instructional time has not had a negative impact on 
achievement results as evidenced by high test scores (page 11). Student expectations are high 
and are supported by an active staff and involved parents.                 
  

 



 


